day, for the first time since the siege began, there
was no casualty in the garrison.
The   Residency   building   had   been  so   badly
knocked about by the enemy's roundshot that by
now most of its inmates had been evacuated. Mr
Gubbins' house was consequently fuller than ever,
and the enemy seemed to be well aware of this, for
their gunners began to pay it more  and more
attention. Throwing up a 9-pounder battery in a
lane on the south side, to which no effective reply
could be made owing to the lie of the land, they
pounded the house until all the parapets on that side
of the roof were in ruins and the walls themselves
were holed in many places. The bastion on the
south-west corner had by this time been completed
and armed with a 9-pounder, but the gun was not
to be fired without special permission, for fear of
supplying the mutineers with shot. The enemy took
advantage of this to cannonade the south-west angle
from a battery in a neighbouring garden, until at
last the authorities agreed that the defences were
suffering too heavily and sent down Lieutenant
Thomas, who silenced the opposing battery with
eight well-directed rounds from the 9-pounder.
The Commissariat now began to issue a prepara-
tion of burnt wheat in place of tea and coffee. The
men were glad of something to drink when they
came off duty at night, and the stuff was not
unpalatable, though it was believed to cause dysen-
tery. Another child died in Mrs Bartrum's room at
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